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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


The next Meeting will be held at the Central Library for 
Students, 20, Tavistock Square, W.C., on Wednesday, 
January 10th, at 7.30 p.m. 


The Librarian, Mr. H. A. Twort, will briefly explain the purposes and 
work of the Library, after which there will be a round-table discussion on 
The Library Service after the War, which will be opened by Miss 
Gwendolen Kees, of the Tottenham Libraries. 

Following the custom which was instituted this Session, the proceedings 
will be quite informal, and it is hoped that all attending the meeting will be 
prepared to take part. There are so many points to be considered, and even 

iallest matters may assume importance, that there should be no 

not only in maintaining a brisk discussion, but also in evolving con- 
structional ideas for our guidance in the problematical times ahead. Our 
desire is to be constructive, also to be doing ; academic and historical subjects 
can wait until more favourable days. It is our duty now to be considering 
ways and means for adjusting ourselves to new conditions. Every serious 
library worker is cordially invited to be present, and to give of their best in 
the service of progressive librarianship. 

The next Re-union for Library Workers will be held, by 
invitation of Mr. J. Y. W. MacAlister, in the rooms of the 
Royal Society of Medicine, 1, Wimpole Street, W., on Wed- 
nesday, 17th January, at 7.30 p.m. Mr. R. A. Peddie will 
- “ee . ° 
give a lecture on ~ Coloured Engravings,” illustrated by the 
epidiascope. Light refreshments will be served. All library 
workers and their friends are invited. 


EDITORIAL. 


The New Year.— Despite the days in which we live, we do 
not think that any of our readers would wish us to forego our 
usual privilege of wishing all library workers a very happy new 
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year. The word is one that has almost dropped out of our 
vocabulary of late, but at this season of the year we do look for- 
ward with confidence that before the end of this year we may 
have reached the end of this terrible struggle which is now 
engaging our claims more than it has ever done since its com- 
mencement. Many of our fellow-workers have been called upon 
during the past year to make tremendous sacrifices, and in some 
cases the greatest of all sacrifices. During the next few months, 
or even weeks, many more of us may be called upon to do like- 
wise, but even so, we look forward with hope and confidence to 
the not far distant time when out of this present misery and 
destruction a new Europe shall arise, and with it a new England. 
Above all, however, there are not wanting signs that although 
our profession is at the moment passing through a great crisis, it 
will emerge triumphant to occupy such a part in the life of the 
community as has never yet been dreamed of. To this end we 
may mention that efficient Commercial Libraries have already 
been established in many of our great cities. 


Congratulations and Greetings to Men on Service.— 
This month our Roll of Honour contains the names of several 
library workers who have gained important promotions in their 
adopted profession. To one and all of these the Association 
tenders its heartiest congratulations, and records with feelings of 
pride their well-earned honours. To all those who are on active 
service we take this opportunity of wishing a very happy new 
year and a safe and speedy return to us. 


The Commercial Library.—There is at the present time a 
very definite movement going forward all over this country to 
organise Public Libraries for the economic conditions which must 
follow the declaration of peace. In many cities Commercial and 
Technical Libraries are being formed with a view to assisting 
the business men of the cities concerned. As it is very probable 
that this subject will engage the Association’s attention in the 
near future, we shall be glad if our readers will be good enoug 
to forward us particulars (including copies of any printed or other 
material) of any such Libraries with which they may be acquainted. 


The President.—We learn that Mr. James Ross, the Pre- 
sident of this Association, has been required to report for military 
service on the 2nd January. Mr. Ross offered his services to 
his country some time ago, but was then rejected. We sincerely 
wish him a safe and successful military career. 


Our Album of Honour.—We have pleasure in announ: 
that Mr. F. E. Bolt, of the Penge Public Library, has 
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undertaken to prepare an index of all library workers on active 
service, in order to ensure that a photograph of everyone shall be 
secured. May we ask all Branch Secretaries kindly to under- 
take the collection of as many photographs as possible. Although 
we have received a fair number, they are not coming in quite as 
quickly as we should like. We are very anxious that the com- 
pilation of the Album shall proceed as rapidly as possible. 


AN ADDRESS DELIVERED BY 
FRANCIS T. BARRETT, LL.D.* 


I feel that you have done me a great honour in asking me 
to speak to you for a little space to-night. It is no slight 
privilege to be permitted to address such an interesting company 
of young people on matters connected with the profession on 
which they are entering. I am sure, Mr. Chairman, that we are 
quite warranted in believing that no small proportion of those 
present will become active and useful members of their profes- 
sion, and that some will attain to positions of eminence and 
influence and dignity. Who can tell how many now here present 
may in the future occupy the seats of the mighty, even of the 
chief librarians ? 

But if it isa privilege to address you, it is in no less a degree 
a responsibility. This is the first meeting of your second session. 
I am sorry that circumstances did not enable me to take a more 
active part in the proceedings of your first session; but I am 
glad to know that the work of the session was attended with a 
very considerable measure of success. I trust that no less 
advantage and success may wait upon your proceedings during 
the session now begun. 

In considering what I should say to you to-night, I was led 
to the opinion that I should endeavour to bring before your 
minds a few general thoughts and ideas as to the meaning and 
significance of your work, rather than enter upon a detailed dis- 
cussion of any particular subject in library policy or library 
practice. I do not of course for a moment deprecate such 
detailed studies, or minimize their importance and value. They 
are highly necessary to the efficient despatch of the multifarious 








* Delivered at the opening meeting of the second session of the West of 
Scotland Association of Assistant Librarians, 1 November, 1916. Mr. S. A. 
Pitt (City Librarian, Glasgow) in the Chair. 
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duties of our daily work, and I have no doubt they will very 
usefully occupy your attention at many subsequent meetings. 

I should like, if it were possible, to convey to you some idea 
or feeling of what I may call the spirit of libraries. It has been 
said that as each individual man has his individual soul, so 
important buildings have their spirit, a sort of emanation or aura 
accruing to them through long periods of association with, and 
devotion to some dominant idea. The great churches, West- 
minster or York, our own Cathedral, sanctified by centuries of 
sacred service, have their spirit of worship; the great courts of 
law their spirit of justice; the great galleries their spirit of art. 
How may we define the spirit of libraries ? 

I must confess that much as I have pondered on this subject 
i find it extremely difficult to put into fitting words the sentiment 
I wish to convey to you. It cannot be doubted, I think, that a 
library has an atmosphere, an influence, of its own. On entering 
a library, and especially a large library, any person whose mind 
is at once attentive and receptive, and whose imagination is not 
limited by what his physical eye can see, cannot but feel that he 
is in a presence different from that which surrounds him in his 
ordinary pursuits and circumstances. As he glances round the 
great assemblage of the books he feels that he is in the presence 
of a record of all that man has been, all that man has done, all 
that man has suffered; of his hopes and his ambitions; his 
struggles, his defeats, his triumphs; of his noble affections, and, 
alas, of his ignoble hates and malice. Within this chamber there 
may be traced the record of man’s slow, and for long almost 
imperceptible, progress from a condition apparently not greatly 
removed from that of his fellow mortals of the animal world, 
towards and to his present achievement. 

I would suggest that one conspicuous element among those 
which collectively constitute the spirit of libraries is that of com- 
prehensiveness, catholicity, indeed~ universality. No subject 
which affects the interest of mankind is alien here. His inces- 
sant strenuous combat with what we conveniently call the forces 
of nature, and the marvellous degree of command of them which 
he has reached; his relations with others of his kind, which at 
times appear to promise an approach to brotherhood and the 
reign of love, and which at other times, as we now suffer so 
cruelly, seem to threaten the race with disaster, almost with 
destruction; his communings with that spiritual world, which 
though invisible and impalpable lies so closely and constantly 
round about our life and thought; all these find such expression 
as has yet been possible to research, and study, and genius, within 
the volumes that fill the shelves of the library. 
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Another element in the spirit of libraries is, I think, that of 
toleration, of mutual allowance, of charity. Men quarrel, their 
books do not. Doctrines and opinions which in their making 
reprobated and denounced, and, when they could, destroyed each 
other, are here at rest and at peace. The ingenuous enquirer 
may ask of this or that, and rouse no protest from the others. 

I can conceive of a third constituent element in the spirit of 
libraries as sympathy. Is it too fantastic an idea that there may 
reside in each great house of books some benevolent influence 
which welcomes and would guide those who come to it for 
assistance and information ? 

Other elements doubtless enter into this spirit of libraries. 
I feel that my attempt to express it is partial and feeble; but I 
shall be glad if I should have suggested thoughts which will 
perhaps germinate and develop. I remember reading a defini- 
tion of a proverb which struck me as both true and happy. It 
was, I think, attributed to the first Earl Russell, who as “ Lord 
John” was so influential a figure in the national politics in the 
earlier middle portion of the last century. A proverb, said Lord 
John, is made up of the wisdom of many and the wit of one. I 
am not without hope that some day there may come to some 
fortunate intelligence the inspiration of an equally happy phrase 
which shall give adequate form, terse, vivid, piquant, and 
illuminative, to the idea of the spirit of libraries. 

Well, ladies and gentlemen, we have been thinking of 
libraries in the mass, so to speak. But libraries are collections 
of books, and I should like to direct your attention for a minute 
or two to books as books. There are two ways of looking at 
books. First as to their contents and literary character ; second 
as to their material form. The first consideration is of vast 
extent, and cannot be dealt with here. Any adequate treatment 
of it would require a lengthy series of papers. I mention it 
merely to bring before you its great importance, and to express 
the hope that each of you will be led to cultivate some portion, 
however small, of the vast field. Be assured that no little part 
of such success as you may attain will be due to your command 
of the literature of some department of thought or of knowledge. 

And I would have you possess a high sense of the value 
and importance of books as factors in life. There are many 
books written in praise of books. An excellent selection of 
excerpts from these is Mr. Alexander Ireland’s “ Book-lover’s 
Enchiridion.’”” There are copies of it in the libraries, but I 
would advise those of you who can, to secure copies for your 
own possession, and to make it a friend and companion. An 
occasional recourse to it for a quarter or half an hour when 
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occasion serves will abundantly repay you by keeping fresh in 
your minds the value and interest of books, and the homage and 
affection devoted to them by the great and good of many lands. 

Now a few words on books as material things. I trust you 
have all learned to love books, and to handle them with con- 
sideration and care. 

It was my good fortune to acquire a proper regard for books 
at a very early age; and I would assure you that that regard has 
been by no means the least of my consolations during the long 
period in which books have been my chief concern. I do not 
hesitate to confess that I have oftentimes experienced a thrill of 
even physical gratification on the first receipt of a beautiful new 
book. Your work will be more agreeable to you, will do you 
more good, and will itself be better done in proportion as you 
have respect and consideration and care for the books passing 
through your hands. 

I said at the commencement that I did not propose on this 
occasion to offer you any detailed discussion on special elements 
or features of library work, but I think a few observations of a 
general nature may be permitted. Until within a comparatively 
recent period the work of librarianship was largely empirical ; 
that is, experimental, each librarian dealing with his problems as 
they arose in his own way, unassisted by any established body of 
doctrine or general usage. But for some time past there has 
been a decided movement towards putting our work on a reasoned 
basis, towards laying down leading principles for guidance. | Refer- 
ence was here made to the late Mr. J. D. Brown, who commenced 
his library career in the Mitchell Library, as leader in this move- 
ment.] Though much has been done in this direction, it cannot 
yet be said that a standard system has been evolved. Each year, 
however, sees some approach to such a system; and it is not, I 
think, too much to hope that many of those whom I now address, 
and I would include you, Mr. Chairman, in ‘the number, will 
witness the forthcoming of such a scheme of library work as will 
command general acceptance. 

In such a scheme the dominant idea, the chief purpose, must 
be to increase at every point, and by every means, the utility of 
the library to the community at large, the extent and value of the 
services it may render. That, of course, must be the ruling con- 
sideration in determining the character and method of each of the 
many and various processes which go to the making of an active 
and progressive library. Each one of these processes, as acquisi- 
tion, classification, cataloguing, shelf arrangement, method of 
issue and return, and all the others with which we have to deal, 
has its problems of interest and importance as contributing to the 
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The Association is anxious to secure 


PHOTOGRAPHS, 


Of all Library Workers on Active Service. Also 


NEWSPAPER AND OTHER CUTTINGS, 
PHOTOGRAPHS OF MEMORIALS, 


And any other material which can be incorporated in the Album of 
Honour, now being compiled. 





Please send all material to: 
Me. H. A. SHARP, 
Central Library, 


Town Hail, 
Croydon. 








LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION 





TWENTY-SECOND SESSION. 





The NEXT MEETING 


WILL BE HELD AT 


The Central Library for Students, 
20, TAVISTOCK SQUARE, W., 
On WEDNESDAY, 10th JANUARY, at 7.30 p.m. 


When there wili be a Discussion on 


The Organisation of the Library Service 
for After-War Conditions. 


Opener : 
Miss CWENDOLEN REES. 





The Librarian of the 
CENTRAL LIBRARY FOR STUDENTS 
(Mr. HENRY A. TWORT) 


Wii! explain the objects and methods of this interesting and in 
many ways unique Library. 


ALL LIBRARY WORKERS ARE CORDIALLY INVITED. 











**T hold every man a debtor to his profession, 
from the which, as men do of course seek to 
receive countenance and profit, so ought they 

of duty to endeavour themselves by way of 
amends to be a help and an ornament there- 
unto.”"—Francis Bacon, BARON VERULAM. 


ARE YOU HELPING? 


The Library Assistants’ Association 


has done much good work for its Members and _ for 
LIBRARIANSHIP GENERALLY in the past. It has 
stimulated individual effort towards increased efficiency; it has 
always urged the further development of the Public Library 
Movement; it has stood for better conditions and has 
claimed a STANDING FOR THE PROFESSION. At the 
moment the Association is extending its influences and work, and 
needs the support and co-operation of all who are qualified for 
Membership ; difficult problems lie ahead which can only be faced 
effectually by a strong Association. 


YOU CAN DO SOMETHING. 


You can quicken interest in your own vicinity. You can get 
new Members, or secure subscribers to ‘‘ THE LIBRARY 
ASSISTANT.”’ Perhaps you can obtain advertisements for ‘‘ The 
Library Assistant.”’ 


WILL YOU TRY TO DO SOMETHING 


for your Association? And will you try now? Remember that the 
L.A.A. was established TWENTY-ONE YEARS AGO, and holds 
a recognized position. It is no new venture with its way to make. 

Any information you may need will be gladly supplied by the 
Hon. Secretary, BROMLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY, BRUNSWICK 
ROAD, POPLAR, LONDON, E. 








final result. But before these come into operation there is the 
prior question of the selection of the books, perhaps the most 
responsible and onerous of the duties of the librarian. I men- 
tion this specially to point out that the principles of selection for 
the reference library differ somewhat from those applying to the 
lending or circulating departments. In the reference department, 
subject to limitations of means and space, the range and scope of 
selection can hardly be too wide. I remember that a good many 
years ago I read a paper on this subject before the Library Asso- 
ciation at one of the annual conferences.“ I said that the ideal 
which should be kept in view in forming a reference library was 
that it should provide the means of answering any question or of 
solving any problem presented by the curiosity or necessities of 
mankind,so far as such answer or solution was rendered possible by 
human experience, knowledge, wisdom, or genius. The Daily News 
remarked that this was a rather large order, even in the way of 
ideals; but I still think it is worthy of being kept in mind, 
however far our attempts fall short of realization. But such an 
ideal involves the preservation of many books for which the 
demands will be few and far between. We have to remember, 
however, that in many cases the information given and the object 
gained by reference to some little-used book may be of much 
greater value and importance than the result obtained from many 
consultations of some popular books of the day. _In the lending 
library these considerations do not apply, at least with equal force. 
Occasion should be taken from time to time to remove from the 
lending library books which have ceased to have current interest, 
with the view that the books remaining on the shelves should be 
such as would be of current use and service. 

The address was concluded by some remarks as to the qualifi- 
cations of librarians, which, however high, could never exceed the 
calls and responsibilities of the office. The hearers should be pre- 
pared for criticism, and should not hesitate to take advantage of 
useful suggestions even when offered in what was felt to be a cap- 
tious spirit. They should not be discouraged by divergencies or 
even oppositions of opinion among librarians. Doctors differ, and 
doctors have been working at their profession much longer than 
librarians have. Above all, let them conceive and constantly 
strengthen in their minds a high sense of the value, the dignity, 
and the importance of the work committed to their hands. 








* On the selection of Books for a Reference Library. The Library, v. 8, 
p. 473, 1896. 
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THE NATIONAL LIBRARY FOR THE BLIND. 
A NOTE ON ITS HISTORY. 


This important and interesting Library was founded in 1882 
by the late Mrs. Dowand the late Miss Martha Arnold. The 
latter, though blind, took an active part in its management till 
a short time before her death in 1898. 


At first a few books only were purchased, with the help of 
a grant of £25 from Gardner’s Trust for the Blind, and some 
annual subscriptions. A small room was rented for their 


storage, and they were lent to blind readers for 1d. a week. As 
the number of books increased, the house at 114, Belsize Road, 
N.W., was taken, and here Miss Arnold carried on the work 
with the help of various ladies. 

In 1898 the Library was incorporated as a Charitable Institu- 
tion, under the title of “The Incorporated National Lending 
Library for the Blind.” The number of books was then about 
3,500, and about 250 readers were regularly supplied. As the 
work continued to increase, greater expenses were inevitable, and 
in 1904 it was found necessary to raise the annual subscriptions 
to all but the poorest readers. Three years later the premises in 
Queen’s Road, Bayswater were taken, and, in 1915, a grant was 
made by the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust to acquire the 
present commodious premises at 18, Tufton Street, Westminster. 

The Trust first made a donation of 4,200 volumes in Braille, 
and later, realising that if the ever increasing demands on the 
resources of the library were to be properly met, they made a 
grant for the purchase of the present premises, which originally 
formed the Museum of the Architectural Association. In these 
premises it will be possible not only to carry on the ordinary work 
of the Library, but also to provide a properly equipped Reading 
Room to which all blind people will be freely admitted. 

The Library now consists of 25,000 volumes, and over 1,500 
are added yearly. Most of the additions are produced with the 
help of a staff of some 500 voluntary writers. They include 
books in practically every department of literature and a few in 
foreign languages. There are about 4,500 volumes of embossed 
music. The number of readers has now reached over 7,000, and 
many Free Libraries and Charitable Associations are supplied. 

By far the greater number of books are in the type invented 
by Louis Braille, and known by his name. This is the type 
generally used by the educated blind, as it enables them both to 
read and write. Printed books are constantly copied into this 
type by friends of the Library, who thus confer valuable help 
in bringing good modern literature within reach of the blind. 
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Books are also circulated in Dr. Moon’s type, in which the raised 
letters are more like the ordinary printed alphabet. Some persons 
who become blind late in life find it difficult to acquire the deli- 
cacy of touch necessary for reading the Braille type, and to them 
the Moon type is a great boon. These books cannot be made by 
hand, and their number is very limited. 

Books for the blind are very bulky, most volumes measuring 
14 inches by 11 inches; an ordinary printed book makes 8 or 
12 volumes. They are very costly, Braille volumes, with the 
exception of a few which are stereotyped, costing from 12s. 6d. 
to 16s. each to produce. For these reasons a Circulating 
Library is more necessary for the blind than the seeing, as only 
the very wealthy can purchase embossed books, or find room for 
them when purchased. 

Shortly after the outbreak of the War the Library was made 
quite free to members of His Majesty’s Forces blinded in the 
War, and in November last it was made free to all. 


PROCEEDINGS. 


DECEMBER GENERAL MEETING. 


An extremely interesting Meeting was held on Wednesday, 13th 





December, 1916, at the National Library for the Blind, 18, Tufton Street, 
Westminster. The chair was occupied by Mr. E. G. Rees, Vice-President of 
the Association, and there was an attendance of about thirty members and 
friends. Miss E. W. Austin, the Librarian and Secretary, gave a brief outline 
of the history and objects of this important library, after which she and her 


staff conducted the party round the spacious building. In each of the rooms 
a practical demonstration of the processes was given, including the writing 
and correcting of books in Braille, the registration of borrowers, methods of 
despatching books, etc. A most delightful and instructive evening was 
brought to a close with a pianoforte recital by Mr. H. V. Spanner, the music 
librarian, himself a blind man. Elsewhere in our columns will be found a 
brief description of the Library. 





WEST OF SCOTLAND BRANCH. 


The Second Meeting of the Second Session was held in the Mitchell 
Library, Glasgow, on Wednesday, 13th December, 1916, at 7.30 p.m., when 
James Knight, Esq., M.A., D.Sc., etc., Headmaster of St. James’ Public 
School, Glasgow, and Honorary Librarian of Glasgow Royal Philosophical 
Society, read a paper on ‘* The Public School and the Public Library."’ 


SIR SST 


SPARS ET 


SS 


t 
ft 


manent: 
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The chair was occupied by Ex-Bailie Archibald Campbell, Convener of 
Glasgow Corporation Libraries Committee, who expressed his thanks and 
appreciation of the kindness of the Honorary President of the Branch, 
Mr. S. A. Pitt, in asking him to occupy the Chair. He was glad to know 
that the monthly meetings were still being held in spite of the war, and 
thought that the attendance reflected great credit on the members and 
associates of the Branch. The speaker this evening was a personal friend— 
they had been boys together—and was regarded as an authority on many 
subjects ; he was convinced that what Dr. Knight had to say would be of 
value to the audience present. Before calling on Dr. Knight he expressed 
regret on behalf of Mr. Pitt, the Chief Librarian, who had to go south for 
the purpose of attending a meeting of the L.A., and was, therefore, unable 
to be present. 

Dr. Knight, in the course of a very interesting and instructive 
advocated the abolition of School Boards, the administration of 
schools to be controlled by the Town Council and the County Coun 
the Glasgow School Board elections only one-fifth of the total elk 
voted. The object of the school was to train citizens for the state 
this the public library may play an important part. The pupils und 





charge devoted some time to the study of an historical novel dealing with a 
certain period in history, and the war was also studied by the special contents 
of the daily papers and a perusal of the ‘‘ Daily Telegraph’’ war books. Many 


of the pupils knew more about the present crisis, its historical and geographical 
aspect, and its progress than their fathers. The demand at the present time 





for child labour was phenomenal, and out-door excursions of an educational 
nature were at a standstill. Out of 200 boys attending school during the day, 
only seven were unemployed after school hours. Great assistance could be 
lent to the schools by the public library in supplying a list of the best 
historical novels available in the particular library nearest the school. 
Juvenile tickets should be issued through the schools, and only through the 
schools. The Headmaster was the best judge of a pupil's fitness to use the 
local library, and no ticket would be issued where there was any likelihood of 
the privilege being abused. Dr. Knight also gave the meeting an interesting 


insight into the methods of present day education and his paper was inter- 
spersed with many apt quotations. 





Dr. Barrett, in the course of the discussion, said it would be of ce 
if the children’s reading rooms were open all day. For some ye: ist, 
tickets for admission had been issued mostly through the agency of the 


Schoolmasters. There was a time when any child was admitted, but disorder 
arose which ultimately became serious. In the Children's Library in Glasgow 





there were two departments. Lists of books were compiled and sent to the 
schools, and this arrangement met with the approval of the high educational 
authorities. Messrs. Main, Phillips, Henderson, and the Chairman, also took 
part in the discussion. A cordial vote of thanks was accorded to Dr. Knight 
for his paper, and a similar compliment was paid to Ex-Bailie Campbell for 


so ably occupying the Chair. 


NEW MEMBERS. 


Miss FLORENCE Waters (National Library for the Blind, 18, T n 
Street, Westminster, S.W.). 

South Coast Branch: Associate: Miss Doris A. Harman 
(Brighton). 

West of Scotland Branch: Miss HELEN C. Stirling 2's 
Library, Glasgow). Associates: Misses S. K. Hamilton (Hut I 
town), and AGNES CRAIG Johaston (Gorbals). 
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L.A.A. ROLL OF HONOUR (continued). 


Blackburn: “J. HINDLE (R.G.A.). 
Erith: W. B. Younc (London Scottish). 


WOUNDED. 


*J. G. Faraday.—Our readers will be sorry to hear that J. G. Faraday 
(Hornsey) has been badly wounded in the face, and that he has lost the sight 
of an eye. 


P, Gregg.— We regret to learn that after ten months’ service at the 
Front, Lance-Corporal P. Gregg (5th West Yorks.), of the Harrogate Public 
Library, has been seriously wounded in both arms and one leg. 


*Frank Hinton.—Rifleman Victor Hinton (Stoke Newington) has 
been invalided home from the Front suffering with acute nephritis, and is at 
present in hospital at Reading. Weare glad to learn that he is progressing 
satisfactorily. 


MISSING. 


Lance Corporal E. Newman (London Regiment) of the London 
Library, was reported missing on the 10th September last. We deeply regret 
to learn that no news has been received of him since that date. Mr. 
Newman joined the staff of the London Library in 1906 as a junior assistant. 
He eventually became an expert cataloguer, and a most valuable assistant. 


PROMOTIONS. 


Croydon,—SERGEANT RICHARD WRIGHT has been given a Commission 
in the R.G.A., without being required to undergo a course of training in 
a Cadet Corps. He has been transferred direct to his new battery. 


Govan.—*R. ROBERTSON, librarian of the Elder Library, Govan, and first 
chairman of the West of Scotland Association of Assistant Librarians, has 
been promoted to the rank of Corporal, 3rd Scottish Rifles. 


Harrogate.—J. A. CAPsTICK, at present at the Royal Naval School, 
Shotley, passed second out of fifty in an examination which qualifies 
him to take up a course of advanced gunnery or wireless telegraphy. 

He has chosen the latter. 
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Leyton.—*W. SUNLEY, a sub-librarian of Leyton, who went to France in 
June, 1916, and is now on his way to the East, has been promoted 
to the rank of Sergeant, R.A.M.C. 


London: St. Bride Technical Library: SERGEANT HENRY DIXON 
has just returned from France after about 18 months’ service, having 
been granted permission to enter a Cadet Corps with a view to obtain- 
ing a Commission. 


* Member, L.A.A. 


THE GLASGOW COMMERCIAL LIBRARY. 


Our readers will be interested to learn that a Commercial Library was 
opened in Glasgow on the 3rd November. In the following lines we propose 
to give a brief description of its objects and contents. 

The question of establishing such a library has been before the Glasgow 
Libraries Committee since 1913, but it has not been possible for the idea to 
materialise until quite recently. The library is situated in the hub of the city, 
on the first floor of the old Stirling's Library. 

It will contain all the directories ‘‘ relating to British counties, towns, man- 
ufacturers, shippers, and trades, post office directories, and the principal 
publications dealing with home engineering, shipbuilding, iron and steel 
trades, mining textiles,’’ etc.; also directories of the United States, the Con- 
tinent, and the British Colonies, general atlases and maps of the world, show- 
ing trade routes and distances, with large scale plans of important cities and 
districts. 

A complete set of telephone directories, and the chief codes and direc- 
tories of telegraphic and cable addresses has been collected, as well as all 
important Government publications relating to the home and foreign trade. 


It is proposed to collect ‘‘ printed information concerning local and 


national manufactures, not so much for the purpose of indicating prices as for 
the description . . . of manufactured articles.’’ 

A special feature of the library will be a classified card register of business 
firms. ‘‘ The information will include an indication of the general character 
of the business of each firm, with notes of their specialties or leading lines, 
telephone numbers, and telegraphic addresses.’’ A list of persons willing to 
undertake the translation of letters and the preparation of specifications and 
other documents in foreign language will be prepared. 

The brief space at our Gisposal forbids us to enlarge further on the con- 
tents of this valuable and important library. It will, of course, include all 
the authorative works relating to commerce and trade, and a large number of 
general works of reference likely to be needed by men of business. To sup- 
plement all this permanent literature a careful selection has been made of 
about 100 current periodicals relating to the principal trades and industries, 
and to the home and foreign money markets. The specifications of patents, 


patent journals and works on the law of patents, trade marks and copyright 
are also included. 


The business men of the city are invited to make full use of the library, 
and ‘‘cards will be supplied to business firms accompanied by a request that 
they will return them filled in to show the subject or subjects in which 
they are interested commercially, and regarding which they would desire to 
be kept informed as to the publication of important literature in periodical or 
book form." 














gees DUSTLESS and HYGIENIC LIBRARIES. 


USE 


i suggested by 
Floor—Hygiene). 
ae 


On all Library, Museum, &c., Floors and Linoleums of every description. 








IT I8 IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT 


One Application of ‘ Florigene”’ effectively allays the dust and dirt for 2to 12 
months, according to the traffic, not only during each sweeping (without 
sp rinkling of any kind), but also ‘throughout all the intervening periods— 
which i is even of greater hygienicimportance. 
‘ Florigene "’ is easily applied and saves time and labour. 











These sanitary, labour-saving and economic benefits are not 
attained by sweeping-powders or any other method. 


Send for particulars and Medical Reports to the Sole Manuyacturers— 
THE ‘“‘DUST-ALLAYER” CO., 


165, Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C., 


Contractors to Admiralty, War Office, H.M. Office of Works, 
Colonial Governments, L.C.C., etc. 


To Librarians and Assistants in Charge. 


Please send us your Lists of Wants. 
We hold one of the largest stocks in the kingdom of Second-hand Fiction and 
JUVENILES (15,000 different titles), and in making our reports we give full 
particulars of the edition and condition of every book offered. 





OUR SPECIALITY— 
‘*Out of print’ Books at Reasonable Prices. 














J. PRESTON & Co., Public Library Booksellers, 


77, CLAPHAM PARK ROAD, LONDON, S.W 
*Phone No.: Brixton 1542. 








HEYNER'S PATENT 
LIBRARY BINDINGS 


Have successfully stood the test 
of Time in Public Libraries. 


A. O. HEYNERS& CO., ‘exineron’ Coxon, w’ 





GEORGE F. BANTING. 





Specialist Bookbinder 





to Public Libraries. . 





The only Bookbinder in London who, for 
twenty years, has made a speciality of Public 
Library Work, and by special methods and 
the utmost care in details, coupled with 
excellence of materials, has produced a 
Binding which, for strength, durability and 
finish, is generally admitted to be the 


Standard for Comparison. 
am 


ALL LEATHERS GUARANTEED 
FREE FROM MINERAL ACID. 


I 


GEORGE F. BANTING, 


DANEMERE WORKS, 
DANEMERE STREET 
PUTNEY. 


All communications relating to this journal should be addressed to 
the Hon. Editor: Mr. H. A. SHARP, Central Public Library, Croydon. 


‘ All communications relating to the Library Assistants’ Association should 
be addvessed to the Honorary Secretary, MR. W. BENSON THORNE, Bromiley 
Libvary, Brunswick Road, Poplar, E., from whom particulars of membership and 
the objects of the Association can be obtained. 


The address of the Association's Library is the Central Library, 68, 
Holloway Road, Islington, N. (Miss C. MITCHELL, Honorary Librarian) 


Printed by H. R. Grurs, 86, North End, Croydon; and Published fore the 
Library Assistants’ Associaticn, January, 1917 











